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Does prayer change 
god's mind?

Verses in Scripture that point to God not changing His mind.

Verses in Scripture that point to God changing His mind.

Examples in Scripture where God changed His mind.

Examples in Scripture where God did not change His mind.
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Series:

Does prayer change 
god's mind?

Consensus:  

It is likely that God can “change His mind.”

This seems to mostly result from our wrestling with God.

We can never really know the mind of God, so our best course of 
action (and the one commanded in Scripture) is to pray as if we 
can change God’s mind.
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of
 

Our
 

Series:

If God is sovereign, 
what good Will it do 

to pray?

Consensus:  

God invites prayer, even as we pray “thy will be done.”
At times, God appears to restrict His sovereignty to allow us to

 exercise our free will.
Other times, He intervenes in the natural order to compel a result.

Since we cannot know which will occur in any single circumstance, 
our best course of action is to pray.
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Why Pray if God 
already knows 

All
 

of
 

your
 

needs?

Consensus:  

Assurance that God knows our needs does not make prayer 
pointless, it actually makes it more meaningful.
Jesus commands prayer despite the Father knowing our needs.
Jesus modeled prayer for reasons other than petitioning God.

Jesus commended persistent and insistent prayer well after our 
needs were made known. 



The Power of Prayer
Does

 
prayer

 
change

 
god,

Or
 

does
 

it
 

change
 

us?



The Power of Prayer
Does

 
prayer

 
change

 
god,
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change us?

Does
 

prayeronly change
 

us,
Or

 
does

 
it

 
also

 
change

 
the

 
world?

“Axioms”

 
of Prayer:

If your prayer is not answered, it is because you lack the faith.

True miracles of physical healing occur every day; God wants you

 to be healed and is waiting for you to ask.

The prayers of a righteous person carry more weight with God.  If 
you are righteous, and doing His will, your prayer will be answered.
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world?

“Axioms”

 
of Prayer:

The more people pray for a certain result, the more likely it is

 
for 

God to grant that request (praying in agreement).

Some people have the “gift of intercession”

 
which means they have 

a spiritual gift whereby God listens more to their prayer for others.



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

Philip Yancey:

Jesus could have said something like this:  “I am bestowing the gift of 
prayer.  You must realize, of course, that humans cannot have perfect 
wisdom, so there are limits as to whether your prayers will be answered.  
Prayer operates like a suggestion box.  Spell out your requests clearly to 
God, and I guarantee that all requests will be carefully considered.”



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself 
into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that

 
what he says 

will happen, it will be done for him.”
-

 
Mark 11:23

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it will be yours.”

-

 
Mark 11:24



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may 
bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I 
will do it.”

-

 
John 14:12-14



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

The Problem of Un-Prayed Blessings

The Problem of Un-Wise Prayers

The Problem of Contradictory Prayers

The Problem of Inconsistent Results



The Power of Prayer
God

 
Wants

 
You

 
to

 
be

Healed
 

and
 

is
 

waiting
For

 
you

 
to

 
ask.

Jesus appears to have healed everyone who asked for healing.

But there were many others Jesus did not heal or feed.

Jesus seemed to selectively use miracles.  

Miracles

 
in our world today also seem to happen on an 

infrequent basis.



The Power of Prayer
THE

 
PRAYERS

 
OF

 
A

 
RIGHTEOUS

PERSON
 

CARRY
 

MORE
 

WEIGHT
WITH

 
GOD.

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and

 effective.  Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would 
not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again 
he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its

 
crops.”

- James 5:16-18



The Power of Prayer
THE more people agree
About

 
a

 
particular

 
prayer

The more likely it is that
The

 
prayer

 
will

 
Be

 
answered.

“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again,

 
I tell you 

that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it

 
will be done 

for you by my Father in heaven.”

-

 
Matthew 18:18-19



The Power of Prayer
does

 
the

 
gift

 
of

Intercession
 

mean 
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is
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effective
 

for
 

others?

The gift of intercession is the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to pray for extended period 
of time on a regular basis and see frequent and specific answers

 
to 

their prayers, to a degree much greater than that which is expected 
of the average Christian.  

Luke 22:41-44; Acts 12:12; Colossians 1:9-12; Colossians 4:12-13; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 5:14-16
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Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. 
He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all 
the will of God, mature and fully assured. I vouch for him that he is 
working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.

-

 
Colossians 4:12-13



We
 

want
 

a
 

formula,
Some

 
sort

 
of

 
magic

incantation:

Job’s friends:  It must be because….

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?"  

"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this

 
happened 

so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”
- John 9:1-3
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