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Maybe You Have Heard Someone Say...

If your prayer is not answered, it is because you lack the faith.

The greater the number of people praying for a certain result, the
more likely it God will grant that request (praying in agreement).

Some people have the “gift of intercession” which means they have
a spiritual gift whereby God listens more to their prayer for others.
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"[ tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself
into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says

will happen, it will be done for him.” (Mark 11:23)

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be yours.” (Mark 11:24)
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“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been
doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the
Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may
bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I
will do it.” (John 14:12-14)
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“Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we
drive it [the demon] out?" He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I
tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say
to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will

be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:19-21)
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“But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts
is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.
That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord.”

(James 1:6-7)
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“The verses are quoted out of context.”

“Literary context means that words only have meaning in
sentences, and that biblical sentences for the most part only have
clear meaning in relation to the preceding and succeeding
sentences.” — Dr. Gordon D. Fee and Dr. Douglas Stewart
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“Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we
drive it [the demon] out?" He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I
tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say
to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will

be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:19-21)
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“Jesus is exaggerating to make the point [using hyperbole].”

Jesus also taught using parables, irony, metaphors, similes, poetry,
questioning the questioner, and others methods.

Robert H. Stein, The Method and Message of Jesus’ Teaching (Westminster John Knox, 1994)




THE POWER OF PRHAYER

IF YOUR PRHYER
1S 10T ANSWERED
[T 1S BREHUSE
YOU LHRE FHITH.

b

“To ‘move mountains’ is a metaphor known to the audience.’

The metaphor = to do the most improbable or impossible things.
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“There has never been a miracle since the time of the apostles.’

“Lazarus was not dead, he was only sleeping.”
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Even if Jesus words about faith are read in context . . .

. . . the statement is not an accurate statement of the
totality of Jesus’ teachings on the subject, does not reflect
the limits placed on these words elsewhere, and does not
reflect the full counsel of scripture.
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1. Your prayer may not be answered because it is against God’s
sovereign will.

1 John s:14: “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if
we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”

2. Your prayer may not be answered because it is against God’s
moral will.

1 John 3:22: “And whatever we ask we receive from Him because we
keep His commandments and do those things that are pleading in His
sight.”
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3. Your prayer may not be answered because you are not abiding in

Christ.

John 15:7: “If you abide in me, and My words in you, you will ask what
you desire, and it shall be done.”

4. Your prayer may not be answered because of sin.

1 Peter 3:12: “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears
are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do
evil.” (citing Psalm 34:12-16)
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s. Your prayer may not be answered because of improper motives.

James 4:3 “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”

6. Your prayer may not be answered because of issues of forgiveness

Mark 11:25: “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against

anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you.”
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And finally . ..

7. Your prayer may not be answered because you lack faith.
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How much faith?

“I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can
say to this mountain, '"Mowve from here to there' and it will move. Nothing

will be impossible for you.” (Matt. 17:20-21)
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It’s Not a Formula:
The Problem of Un-Prayed Blessings
The Problem of Un-Wise Prayers
The Problem of Contradictory Prayers

The Problem of Inconsistent Results
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“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you
that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done
for you by my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 18:18-19)
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“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you
that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done
for you by my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 18:18-19)

“Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:19b)
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“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you
that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done
for you by my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 18:18-19)
shall hawve been bound

“Whatever you bind on earth=witbebound-in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth—witbetoosed-in heaven.” (Matthew 16:19b)

shall hawe been loosed
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“The gift of intercession is the special ability that God gives to
certain members of the Body of Christ to pray for extended period
of time on a regular basis and see frequent and specific answers to
their prayers, to a degree much greater than that which is expected
of the average Christian.” [Citations]

Luke 22:41-44; Acts 12:12; Colossians 1:9-12; Colossians 4:12-13; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 5:14-16
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“The gift of intercession is the special ability that God gives to
certain members of the Body of Christ to pray for extended period
of time on a regular basis and see frequent and specific answers to
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Luke 22:41-44; Acts 12:12; Colossians 1:9-12; Colossians 4:12-13; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 5:14-16



e WHNT # FORMULA,
SOMmae SORT OF MABGIE
INCARTATION.

Job’s friends: This is happening because....

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born

blind?’ ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, ‘but this

happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.’

- John 9:1-3
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Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings.
He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all
the will of God, mature and fully assured. I vouch for him that he is
working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.

- Colossians 4:12-13
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“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and
effective. Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would
not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again
he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.”

- James 5:16-18
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Jesus appears to have healed everyone who asked for healing.
But there were many others Jesus did not heal or feed.
Jesus seemed to selectively use miracles.

Miracles in our world today also seem to happen on an
infrequent basis.
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Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus
answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such
a Zong time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. . .. Believe me
when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe
on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who
has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things
than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask
in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me
for anythmg in my name, and [ will do it.

- John 14:8-9; 11-14
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