
Questions  About
 

Prayer
Part 5



Review
 

of
 

Our
 

Series:
Does prayer change 

god's mind?

If God is Sovereign, 
what good Will it do 

to pray?

Why Pray if God 
already knows 

All
 

of
 

your
 

needs?

Does Prayer Change Circumstances,
Or does it only Change us?



Review
 

of
 

Our
 

Series:
If

 
Your

 
Prayer

 
Is

 
Not

 
Answered,

IS
 

it
 

because
 

you lack
 

faith?

Is
 

it
 

more
 

likely
 

that
 

your
 

prayer
Will

 
be

 
answered

 
if

 
a

 
greater

Number
 

of
 

people
 

are
 

praying?

Are
 

some
 

people΄s
 

prayers
Heard

 
more

 
than

 
others

(the
 

gift
 

of
 

intercession)?



If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.



If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

The statement is not an accurate summary of the totality of 
Jesus’

 
teachings on the subject, does not reflect the limits placed 

on these words elsewhere, and does not reflect the full counsel of 
scripture.  



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

1.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because it is against God’s 
sovereign will. 
1 John 5:14: “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if 
we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”

2.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because it is against God’s 
moral will.  
1 John 3:22: “And whatever we ask we receive from Him because we 
keep His commandments and do those things that are pleading in His 
sight.”



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

3.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because you are not abiding in 
Christ.

John 15:7:  “If you abide in me, and My words in you, you will ask what 
you desire, and it shall be done.”

4.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because of sin.

1 Peter 3:12: “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears 
are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do 
evil.”

 
(citing Psalm 34:12-16) 



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

5.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because of improper motives.

James 4:3 “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”

6.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because of issues of forgiveness

Mark 11:25: “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against 
anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you.”



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

And finally . . .

7.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because you lack faith.



The Power of Prayer
If your prayer
is not answered
It is because
you lack faith.

And finally . . .

7.

 
Your prayer may not be answered because you lack faith.

Faith that God can make it happen (God’s power),

vs. faith that what you pray for will happen (certainty)



The Power of Prayer

Why
 

Wont
 

God 
Heal

 
Amputees?



Christian Responses:

1.

 
Jesus was speaking with the Apostles;  
miracles have ceased since the time of the Apostles.  

2.

 
Prayer is for strength to deal with the situation, 
not to change it.

3.

 
We don’t know that God has never healed an amputee; 
just because we don’t know of such an instance 
doesn’t mean it has never happened.

•

 
That would be too obvious a show of God’s power, and it would 
destroy our ability to have faith.

•

 
Prosthetics evidence God’s provision and love for us.

•

 
Am amputation is a medical procedure, not something that 
requires healing.  (It was the healing.)

•

 
People born without limbs are born for the Glory of God (John 9).



The Power of Prayer

Why
 

Wont
 

God 
Heal

 
Amputees?

The Question Assumes:

1.

 
God’s love, goodness and mercy require Him to heal everyone.

2.

 
God is  bound by (subservient) to our prayers.

3.

 
God’s promises are limited to this life, and that our future life 
with Him cannot qualify as an answer our prayers.

4.

 
Miracles occur with the same frequency as they did in other 
periods described in scripture.



The Power of Prayer

Why
 

Wont
 

God 
Heal

 
Amputees?

The Question Highlights:

1.

 
Miracles may occur with much less frequency that we imagine.

2.

 
God may act much more often through His providence than 
through acts which contravene His natural order. 

3.

 
God chooses to partner with us.  He may choose not to act in 
areas where we can/should act in His name (for His purposes).

4.

 
We may not understand the nature and quality of life lived in the 
midst of a fallen existence (consequences of sin and suffering).



The Power of Prayer

Why
 

Wont
 

God 
Heal

 
Amputees?

Question Yourself:

1.

 
Am I expecting a miracle as an entitlement?

2.

 
Am I using the benefits of God’s common grace and providence, 
such as our body’s ability to heal itself or medical knowledge?

3.

 
Do I wrongly blame God for causing suffering?

4.

 
Can I accept that physical healing may not take place?



Next week:

If prayer is supposed to be
A conversation with god,

Why don‘t I hear
anything back?

then:

The
 

rest
 

of
 

your
questions



THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF 

 
EXODUS INTERACTIVE FORUM.

WE WELCOME YOU TO SEND  
FEEDBACK, QUESTIONS OR 

 
COMMENTS, AND WE WOULD 

LOVE TO HEAR HOW EXODUS HAS 

 
IMPACTED YOU.  EMAIL US AT:

INFO@EXODUSPODCASTS.COMINFO@EXODUSPODCASTS.COM

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:

WWW.EXODUSPODCASTS.COMWWW.EXODUSPODCASTS.COM



 

ALL OF OUR PODCASTS


 

POWERPOINT SLIDES


 

PODCAST TRANSCRIPTS


 

BLOG UPDATES


 

REFERENCE MATERIALS

© 2013 EXODUS INTERACTIVE FORUM.  
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

YOU MAY FREELY DISTRIBUTE WITHOUT ALTERATION.
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