
Rediscovering Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew
Part 27: Matthew 13:53-59; 14:1-1-36



The Road Map

Chapter 13:

 

Why Jesus Taught in Parables
Parable of the Sower
Parable of the Weeds
Parable of the Net
Parable of Mustard Seed and Yeast
Parable of the Treasure / Pearl

TONIGHT:

 

Jesus in Nazareth
John the Baptist Beheaded
Feeding of the Five Thousand
Jesus Walks on the Water

Next Week:

 

Party at John & Lina’s

 

House

July 19:

 

Jeremy on Chapter 15



Parables About the Kingdom

What is the Kingdom?

Is it Synonymous with Salvation?



Matthew Chapter 13: 53-58

When Jesus had finished these parables, 
he moved on from there. Coming to his hometown, 
he began teaching the people in their synagogue, 

and they were amazed. 

"Where did this man get this wisdom  and these miraculous 
powers?" they asked. "Isn't this the carpenter's son? 
Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers 

James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?  Aren't all his sisters with us?

 Where then did this man get all these things?" 
And they took offense at him. 

But Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown 
and in his own house is a prophet without honor." 

And he did not do many miracles there 
because of their lack of faith.



Matthew Chapter 14: 1-

 
5 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports 
about Jesus, and he said to his attendants, 

"This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! 
That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 

Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in 
prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, 

for John had been saying to him: 
"It is not lawful for you to have her."  

Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, 
because they considered him a prophet. 



Matthew Chapter 14: 6 -12 

On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for 
them and pleased Herod so much that he promised with an oath 

to give her whatever she asked. 

Prompted by her mother, she said, 
"Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." 
The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his 

dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted 
and had John beheaded in the prison. 

His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, 
who carried it to her mother.  John's disciples came and took 

his body and buried it.  Then they went and told Jesus.



Matthew Chapter 14: 13 -17 

When Jesus heard what had happened, 
he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. 

Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the 
towns.  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, 

he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, 
"This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. 

Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages 
and buy themselves some food." 

Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. 
You give them something to eat." 

"We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," 
they answered. 



Matthew Chapter 14: 18 -

 
21 

Bring them here to me," he said. 

And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 

heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to the disciples, 

and the disciples gave them to the people. 

They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 

The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, 
besides women and children.



Matthew Chapter 14: 22 -

 
27 

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat 
and go on ahead of him to the other side,

while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, 
he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, 

buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, 
walking on the lake.  When the disciples saw him walking on 

the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, 
and cried out in fear. 

But Jesus immediately said to them: 
"Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 



Matthew Chapter 14: 28 -

 
33 

"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, 
"tell me to come to you on the water." 

“Come," he said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 
and came toward Jesus.  But when he saw the wind, he was 

afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. 
"You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 

And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 
Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, 

"Truly you are the Son of God." 



Matthew Chapter 14: 34 -

 
36 

When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. 

And when the men of that place recognized Jesus, 
they sent word to all the surrounding country. 

People brought all their sick to him  and begged him 
to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, 

and all who touched him were healed.



Parables About the Kingdom

What is the Kingdom?

Is it Synonymous with Salvation?



Parables About the Kingdom

What is the Kingdom?

The Kingdom is preceded by John the Baptist (Mt. 3:2-3), 
the “Elijah who was to come”

 

(Mt.11:14):

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 
This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

"A voice of one calling in the desert, 
'Prepare the way for the Lord, 
Make straight paths for him.’”

The Kingdom is announced by Jesus at the start of his ministry:

“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
(Mt.4:17; Mt.10:7)



Parables About the Kingdom

What is the Kingdom?

Connected to the OT promise of the Kingdom and the Messiah; 
(Psalm 103;19, Daniel 4:3), but it differed in that:

-

 

Jesus announces an eternal kingdom, not just an 
earthly kingdom, and 

-

 

it included all creation, not just the nation of Israel.

Great debate on when it begins:

- Future View

- Present View

-

 

Part Present and Fulfilled in the Future



Parables About the Kingdom

Is Kingdom Synonymous with Salvation?

1.

 
The kingdom of God is the rule of an eternal 
sovereign God over all creatures and things.  

2.

 
It is also used to designate the salvation that is 
entered into through the new birth (John 3:5-7)



Mark 10:17-23

“As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on 
his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, 

"what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—

 
except God alone.  You know the commandments: 

'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not 
give false testimony, do not defraud, 

honor your father and mother.'[" 

"Teacher," he declared, 
"all these I have kept since I was a boy." 

Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he 
said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had 
great wealth. Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 

"How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" 
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