
Rediscovering Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew
Part 29: Matthew 15:29-39; 16:1-12



The Road Map

Chapter 14:

 

Jesus in Nazareth
John the Baptist Beheaded
Feeding of the Five Thousand
Jesus Walks on the Water

Chapter 15:

 

Tradition
The Canaanite Woman

TONIGHT:

 

Feeding of the 4,000
Interpreting the Signs
Yeast of the Pharisees



Tradition

Interpretation and Understanding of:
Biblical texts
Other sources that impact faith
Cultural assumptions and presuppositions
Theology

We overlay our own biases when we read the text

Four levels of “Tradition”

 

(or Understanding of Faith)

Subjective Issues (Cultural concerns)
Interpretive Doctrine (Baptism/Communion)
Foundational Doctrine (Trinity)
Foundational Beliefs (Resurrection)



Matthew Chapter 15: 29 -

 
31

After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of 
Galilee, and he went up the mountain, where he sat down. 

Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the 
maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others. They put them at 

his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was amazed 
when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame 

walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised 
the God of Israel.

Who is Jesus Healing?



Matthew Chapter 15: 29 -

 
31

Gentiles? 
they refer to the God of Israel

Because of the route they traveled) 

Jews? 
Centurion and Canaanite Woman

Claims of exclusiviity



Matthew Chapter 15: 32 -

 
34

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have 
compassion for the crowd, because they have been with me 

now for three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want 
to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.”

 The disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in 
the desert to feed so great a crowd? Jesus asked them, “How 

many loaves have you?”

 

They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”



Matthew Chapter 15: 35 -

 
39

Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground, he took 
the seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke 

them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
them to the crowds. And all of them ate and were filled; and 
they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 
Those who had eaten were four thousand men, besides women 
and children. After sending away the crowds, he got into the 

boat and went to the region of Magadan.



Matthew Chapter 16: 1 -

 
4

The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test Jesus they 
asked him to show them a sign from heaven. He answered them, 
“When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky 
is red.’

 

And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky 
is red and threatening.’

 

You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of 
the times. An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, 

but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.”
Then he left them and went away.



Matthew Chapter 16: 5 -12

When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten 
to bring any bread. Jesus said to them, “Watch out, and beware 
of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

 

They said to one 
another, “It is because we have brought no bread.”

And becoming aware of it, Jesus said, “You of little faith, why 
are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not 

perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five 
thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? Or the seven 

loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you 
gathered? How could you fail to perceive that I was not 

speaking about bread? Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees!”

 

Then they understood that he had not told 
them to beware of the yeast of bread, but of the teaching of 

the Pharisees and Sadducees.
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