The Origin of the Pible

FPart 2a - | ransmission of the Old T estament



% Whg 5tuc19 the Origin of the Bible?

i. Almost cvergthing we know about the Bible we have
heard in a sermon.

2. Few of us have looked behind the doctrines and common
sagings of our uPbringing to wrestle with how this book
came to be in our hands.

3. Doubt abounds regarding the authoritg and accuracy of

scril:)turc, and its role in our life.

4. Manﬂ PCOPIC discount the Pible, without investigating

whether their skePticism is warranted. -
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APocrgpha ~ (Greek word meaning “hidden things”
Fcntateuch Grcek for “five books” of the law (chrew

orah” meamng “tcachlng, instruction, orlaw”) -




h% Adopting T he Old T estament (anon
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Es’cablishing the Authoritg of the Old T estament:

I. The Paramcters of the Old Testamcnt were known to
Jesus and the carlg APostles.

~and -

2. Jcsus and the APos’cles viewed the Old Testamcnt as

authoritative.
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Establishing the Authoritg of the Old T estament:

I. The Paramcters of the Old Testamcnt were known to
Jesus and the earlg APostles.

- Hebrew Bible was Iikclg solidified by this time

- 24 books, arrangcd in 3 divisions

T he Law (Torah, or Fcntatcuch)

ne Frophcts (Nevi’im - Major and Minor)

ne Writings (K etuvim - Psalms, Proverbs, etc.)

~ Jcsus and the APostles aPPcalcd often
to the “Law and the Frophcts” -

P

P




h% Adopting The Old T estament (anon
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Establishing the Authoritg of the Old T estament:

I. The Paramcters of the Old Testamcnt were known to
Jesus and the earlg APostles.

- Josrc—:‘i;hus confirms the contents (and divisions) of the

C!DT'@W canon

- Fossible ciuestion about whether [~ sther, Song of
SOngs, and E_cc]csiastes are included at this time.

- Rabbinical discussions at _Jamnia ( Jabneh) c. 70 cE

_ Discoverg at Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls) -




h% Adopting The Old T estament (anon
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Establishing the Authoritg of the Old T estament:

I. The Paramcters of the Old Testamcnt were known to
Jesus and the earlg APostles.

- Thc Scptuagint (Grcck translation of chrcw Bibic)
a.k.a. “LXX” or “70” (c. 250~ 150 bCF_)

Thel aw i F sdras, Judith, Tobit,

Historg I sther (cxpandcd), Wisdom,
Foctrg/ Wisdom IF cclesiasticus, Daniel (cxPanded)
Major FFOPthS I &2 Maccabees

Minor Frophets (plus 3 &4) -




h% Adopting T he Old T estament (anon
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Es’cablishing the Authoritg of the Old T estament:

2. Jcsus and the APos’cles viewed the Old Testamcnt as

authoritative.

~ Jesus rePcatcdly cited to the (Old Testamcnt)
scriPturcs, and held them to be authoritative.

- T he Apostles likewise aPPcalcd to the scriPtures and

expressly aPProvcd of them.
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T he Masoratic | ext -~ Medieval (c. 500 - 900 BCFE)
Basis for the Hebrew Bible/ Frototgpc for Old T estament Tcxtual (Criticism

Dcad Sea 5(:1"0”5 (C. 250 BCE H:) —~ Qumran & Murabba’at
Othcr r:ragments: (Nash Fapgrus, (Cairo (Geniza, Samaritan Pent.)

Other Languagca
Scptuagint (Grcek) ~ (c. 250~ 150 bCE)

Aramaic Targums - intcrprctivc in nature
59riac Versions — dating difficult to determine
| atin Versions —i.e., Jcrome’s \/ulgatc

(390 -~405 CF)

Quotes from Earlg Church Fathers




] ransmission Methodologg

i. Dating the Manuscript

2. Rc—ncining Our Unﬂerstanding of the Original Language
3. ]denti{ging Scribal | rrors:

~ ( nintentional [ rrors:

similar consonants / transPosition of two consonants;
incorrect division of words

confusion over sound (when coPied from oral reader)
omissions of a letter or word, or even a whole Phrasc
rePctition of a word or Phrasc

use of incorrect vowels (when vowels were added)

- |ntentional [~ rrors:
harmonization
“imProvcmcnt” of difficult text
objcctionablc texts deleted or rcPlacch
use of synonyms
conflation (inclu&ing both variant texts)




] ransmission Methodologg

Guiding FrinciPals:

i. | he Masoretic texts are the starting Placc.
he 5eptuagint IS hcavilfj relied upon; other texts less so.
he rcading that best exPlains the origin of othervariants is Preferable.

he shorter reading is Prc{:crablc.

The more difficult the reading the more lilcclg itis to be the original one.

Rcadings that are not harmonized with other texts are Prcfcrrcd.

PR T

When all else fails, the textual critic must resort to “corjectural
emendation” — that is, thcg must made an “educated guess.”
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