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SOmc Background:

In the Hebrew T radition: Oral transmission was often trusted
more than written transmission.

In the (Greek T radition: | he written word was often trusted
more than oral transmission.

Jesus left no writings of [is own.

T he sayings of Jesus were highlg cherished and
widcly taugl‘ﬂ: bg His disciPlcs. Theg may have
circulated in writing before any GosEcls were

authored in written form (i.e., “Q’ T eorg).
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Dating New | estament Pooks(*):

Jesus died and was resurrected in 30 cr.

i. James 4549 14/15. FhiliPPianS/Fhilcmon 63

2. Galatians 51 16. i Fctcr 6%-64
3/4. 1&2 | hess. 51 17. i Timothg 63-66
5. Mark 50s or 60s i8. Titus 63-66
6. Matthew 50s or 60s 9. [Hebrews 64-68
7. i (orinthians 55 20. 2 Peter 66

8. 2 (Corinthians 56 21. 2 Timothg 67

9. Romans 57-58 22. Jude 68-80
10. | uke 60 2%, John 85-90
12.  Acts 61 24-26. 1,263 John 85-90
12. (_olossians 61 27. Revelation 90-95
13%. E_Phcsians 61

(*) No Purcl'nasc necessary. Actual results may vary. Check local
listings. Not valid in all states. Must be 18 to play.
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E_arlg on, we start to see Jcsus words referenced as “5c:ripturc”

] -I'm0tl‘l\l:] 5:] 8:
“For the scriptu re says, * Do no muzzle the ox while it is trcaallhg out the
grain,’ [Deut. 25:4) and ¢ T/?C worker deserves his wages [Lukc 10:7].7

Wc also see Faul’s letters referred to as “Scripturc”

2 Fctcr 5:15:

“Bearin mind that our | ord’s Paticnce means salvation, {ust as our dear
brother Faul also wrote you with the wisdom (5od gave him. He writes
the same way in all his lettcrs, SPea‘(ing in them of these matters.
His letters contains some t!ﬂings that are hard to
understand, which ignorant and unstable PcoPle distort,
as thcg do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.”




h% T ransmission of the New | estament

! _

T he E_arlg (_hurch [Tathers continued this view:

Clement of Rome (c. 96@1) - Quotes the words omCJesus along
with other quotations of scripture and attributes the entire string
of quotations to what “| he E‘loly Spirit says...”

]gna’cius, Bishop of Antioch (c.110cF) - Answcring in the

affirmative the ciucs’cion, “|s the gospcl scriPturc?” and summing

up the au’choritg of Jesus Christ.

E_Pistlc of Parnabas (c. 130 cr) — “|tis written” re{:crring toN'T

Othcrs: Folgcarp, Bishop of 5m9rna (110~120)
Diongsus, Bishop of C orinth (1 70)
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Manuscripts

Oldest Surviving Manuscriptz
“Fﬁl” — f:ragments o{:John 18 (c. 110-125 cr)

(Chester Bcattg Fapyri:
P46 - All of Paul’s EPistlcs + Hebrews (| ate 15t - E_arlg 2nd Century cr)
“F‘l’ﬁ” - For’cions of all Four Gospcls and Acts (2nd Ccntury cE)
“F‘1~7” ~ Portions of Revelations (Ch. 9-17) (3 Ccntury CE)

PBodmer Fapgri:
“P66” ~ Most all of John (c. 175 cp)
“F72.” — A” of1&2 Fctcr and Jude (%rd Ccntury CE)
“F7§” - Largc FPortions of | uke 3 - John 15 (c. 200 CE)
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(_odex Sinaiticus — “alcPh” or “R“(c. 350 cr)
- Discovered 139 (Constantin von | ischendorf in St. C atherine’s
Monastcry at the foot of Mt. Sinai.
- (_ontains the entire New | estament
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(_odex Sinaiticus — “aICPl‘I” or “R“(c. 350 cr)
- Discovered 139 (Constantin von | ischendorf in St. C atherine’s
Monastcry at the foot of Mt. Sinai.
- (_ontains the entire New | estament

Codcx \/aticanus — “B” (c. earlg 4th Centurg cxz)

- Slightlg older than (Codex Sinaiticus

- (Contains entire Old T estament and New | estament in (Greek,
excluding only [Hebrews 9:15 to end of Revelation
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(_odex Sinaiticus — “alcPh” or “R“(c. 350 cr)
- Discovered bg (Constantin von | ischendorf in St. C atherine’s
Monastcrg at the foot of Mt. Sinai.
- (_ontains the entire New | estament

Codcx \/aticanus — “B” (c. early 4th Centurg cxz)

- Slightlg older than (Codex Sinaiticus

- (Contains entire Old T estament and New | estament in (Greek,
excluding only [Hebrews 9:15 to end of Revelation

(_odex Alexandrinus — <A (c. carlg 5th Ccnturg ct)
- I” ntire New | estament
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(_odex Sinaiticus — “alcPh” or “R“(c. 350 cr)
- Discovered bg (Constantin von | ischendorf in St. C atherine’s
Monastcrg at the foot of Mt. Sinai.
- (_ontains the entire New | estament

Codcx \/aticanus — “B” (c. early 4th Centurg cxz)

- Slightlg older than (Codex Sinaiticus

- (Contains entire Old T estament and New | estament in (Greek,
excluding only [Hebrews 9:15 to end of Revelation

(_odex Alexandrinus — <A (c. carlg 5th Ccnturg ct)
- I” ntire New | estament

(_odex E_Phracmi Rcscriptus ~ (7 (c.5th Ccnturg cr)
~ Most of the Ncw Tcstamcnt
~ (Covered over 53 other writing (“Pa]impscst”)
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Overall, there are over 6,000 manuscriPt coPies of all or parts

of the Greek New Tcstamcnt.

(losest number of existing manuscriPts of (Greek writing:

~ Homers fliad- 650 manuscripts
~ ]:_uripides’ Tragcdies - 330 manuscriPts

Alexandrian Scribes were at’cemP’cing to recover the original text
cluring the 2nd through 4th (_enturies, ]ong before our time.

(_odex Sinaiticus and (Codex Vaticanus
were part of this Alexandrian scribal tradition.
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What about the Period between the original writing and the first
manuscripts?

Spccu]ation that (Christian scribes did not copy accuratelg.
Scholars gcnera”g rebut this view:

E_arlg (Christians followed Jewish scribal customs

Mang (Christians alrcady understood sacred nature of the text.
A” carlg Papgri indicate use of uniform nomina sacra
Christianitg was uniciuc in uniform use of codices

oW —

Falcogral:)lﬁcrs note many Papyri written in a “documcntarg hand”
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