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Commonlg HCBI"C!:

“Thcy didn’t even have an accurate list of what books were in
the canon until the 4t Centurg.”

“T he decisions rcgarding which books to include, and which books

to exclude, were Politica”g motivated.”

“The (hurch tried to suppress the “true Christianitg” in favor
of (_onstantine’s Christianitg.”

“Thc othcrgospcls reveal the things that the
(hurch was trying to conceal.”
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Mg Own Observations:

~ Most of these statements are made bg person who have

never studied the dcvclopmcnt of the canon.

- The carlg heretics relied on the same books that were
evcntua”g part of the canon; the idcntity of the books was not
the issue, but rather, their intchretation.

~ Thc canon appears well established bg the 2nd Ccnturg.

- Thc books which were not acceptcd as Part of
the canon are often SEETRYe disrcgard.
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_'l'lC Canon as a RCSPOHSC to HCFCSﬂ

Marcion (tcaching c. 138 F. ce)
- hﬂhought Faul was the on]g true aPostlc
- chcctcd the Old | estament
~ ~_ﬂaught that the God of the Old Tcstamcnt was not the same
as the [Tather in the New | estament
- Antitheses, Gospc/ and A Posi'/c

Valentinus (teaching c. 135H. cr)

~ 7776 Gospc/ of 7—rut/7

- Saw scr(i:rture as a”egorical
- [oundeda gnostic school of thought searc:hing
for the mgstical and the secret
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Thc Church’s Rcsponsc:

- Anti-Marcionite Frologues

-} he Muratorian Fragmcnt (or, Mauratorian | ist) (c. 1 70)
(a” listed except % Jol‘m, chrews, i Fctcr, 2 Fctcr, Jamcs and adds Wisdom)

- lrcncous -,4gal}75t/7’cr65lé5 (C~ ] 77)

(uses authoritativcly same books as Muratorian Fragmcnt, but adds 1 Peter)

~ HiPPolgtus (c. | 70~2.}5)
- Jertullian (tcaching c.196-212)

({:irst to use “testamentum” to refer to the N. T . corpus of writings)
(dld not rcly ielely 2 Fctcr, 2 John and 3 Jo!'m, orJamcs)

- (lement of Alexandria (c. 202)

(rclied upon Hebrews, althoug]ﬁ believed it was a Pauline cPistlc)
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Thc Church’s Rcsponsc:
~ Orx en (c 185~ 2.54") Thc Great Textual Crltlc Hexapla

(dlstmguxshcd the undlsPutcd books from those that were dlsPutcd [by some]

Undlsputcd 4605Pels Acts Fau]mc ]:_Plstles i Fctcr lJoI‘m &Kevclatxon()
DlsPutcd chrews 2 Fctcr 2 and 3 Jol‘m Jamcs and Judc

Other Dlsputcd D dache Lct’ccr of Bamabas Shepherd of Hcrmas, Gospel
accordlng to the chrcws and Acts of Faul

~ E_uscblus of Cacsarea GDIS!"IOP of Falcstmc from 214 —~ 559)
E cclesiastical /'ﬁstory

Acknowlcdgcd: +605Pcls Acts, Pauline E_Pistlcs i John, i Peter, Rcvclation

Dlsputcd but Kecogmzed by MaJorltg Jamcs Judc 2 Fctcr
2 and 3 Jol‘m

5Purlou5 Acts of Faul SECPhcrd Apocalgpsc of Fctcr
prstle of barnabus Teachmgs of the Apostlcs

Rcvclatlon ( )
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Thc Church’s Rcsponsc:
- Athanasius (39t Festal | etter Announcing I aster, 367)

First complcte recitation of all 27 books of the New | estament

- Council of HiPPO (595)

- Council of Carthagc (397)
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_ﬂhc Othcr BOO‘(S (earliest li‘«:lq around 150 CE,, most are 2" and 3+ Ccnturq)

Arabic Gospcl of the ]n{:ancg
Armenian GosPel of the ]mcancg
Bartholomew’s Book of the Resurrection
Gospcl of Bartholomew

Gospcl of Basilidcs

Gospcl of the Birtl': of Marg
Gospcl of the Ebionitcs

GosPcl According to the [Hebrews
Frotcvangelium of James

Historg oFJoscPh the Carpentcr
GosPcl of Marcion

GosPcl of Matthias

Gospcl of the Nazarencs

Gospcl of Fctcr

Gospcl of Fl-lilip

Gospcl of Fseudo~Matthew
Gosl:)cl of Thomas

APostolic Histor3 of Abdias
Acts of Andrcw

Storg of Andrcw

Acts of Andrew and Matthias
Acts of Thomas

Acts of Andrcw and Faul
Acts of Bamabus

Acts of Bartholomcw
Ascents ofJamcs

Acts o{:_)o}'m

Acts of Martgrs

Acts and Martgrc!om of Matthcw
Passion of Faul

Acts of Faul and Thccla

Acts of Fctcr

Fassion of F’ctcr

Frcaching of Peter

Slavonic Acts of Peter

Acts of Fctcr and Andrcw

Acts of Fetcr and Faul

Passion of Peter and FPaul

Acts of Peter and T welve Disciples
Acts of FI‘IiIiP

Acts of Filatc

Acts of Simon and Judas
Acts of Thaclc]acus
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