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lnspiration

Your Questions on ]nsPiration:

What does “(God insPircd” mean? Who came up with the idea? What is it

based on?
What does it mean for a writer to be “insPired” bg the Holg SPirit.
Where does insPiration occur? Pefore writing? During writing?

How do we make sense of the fact that it was insPired bg (Hod yet written bg
humans (and some books 139 more than one autl'lor)?

How do we graPPlc with GGod’s sovcrcigntg when we consider
human authorship and human Fa“ibilitg?

FHow much of the Pible can be attributed to culture, as far as
issues related to gcnclcr, etc.?
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Where Does the Doctrine of ]nsPiration (_ome [Trom?

“A” Scripturc Is God—brcathcd and is useful for tcaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousncss, so that the man of (God may be thoroughly

cquiPPcd for every good work.”
-2 Timothg 3.16-17 (NJV)

« All ScriPturc Is insPircd bg (God..2 (NASD)
« Al scriPturc IS insPircd bg (iod..2 (NRSV)
« All scriPture is given bg insPiration of (God..” (KJV)




]nsPiration

Where Does the Doctrine of ]nsPiration (_ome [Trom?

“A” Scripturc Is God—brcathcd and is useful for tcaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in rightcousncss, so that the man of (God may be thoroughly

cquiPPcd for every good work.”
-2 Timothg 3.16-17 (NJV)

“Fasa gral:)hc thcopncustos”

“theos” = God “Pncuma” = breath (also used for “SPirit”)
God~brcathccl
God out-breathed
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Where Does the Doctrine of InsPiration (_ome [Trom?

“We did not follow clcvcrlg invented stories when we told you about the power

and coming of our | ord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majcstg.

Forhe received honor and glorg from (God the [Father when the voice came to him

from the Maijestic 6|or3, saying, " his is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well
\/\}c ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with

Eleascd.“

im on the sacred mountain.

And we have the word of the ProPhcts made more certain, and you will do well to
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark Place, until the dag dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no
Prophccg of 5criPture came about bg the ProPhct's own intcrfrctation. For
Proplﬁecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke rom (od as tlﬁcq
were carried along by the [Joly Spirit.”

-2 Peter1:16-21
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]nsPiration relates to (God the Holg Spirit’s action and interaction with the
authors and the original manuscriPt.

]nsPiration is not associated with transmission, translation or intchrctation, or
errors occurring in this process.

Hlumination is the Holy SPirit’s interaction with the reader of Scripturc as
itis continua”g read, understood and intchrctcd.

Kcvclation refers to how (God has revealed [imself to humanitg; in other
words, how e has made Himself known.

Gcncral Rcvclation: (10d rcvcaling Himsclmc in creation or his’corg

5Pccia| Kcvclation: (Hod rcvealing Himschc to the Prophcts
(Hod revcaling Himschc in the incarnation

(Hod rcvcaling Himsch in scriPturc
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How Should We T hink About ]nspiration?

-~ Clcarlg, some WOl"ClS arc I"CCOI’CICC] as tl‘lC WOFC]S O{: GOC!

- Othcr times, the words of scriPturc are attributed to (God,
even when thcg were origina"g sPokcn bg someone else.

E_xamplcs: Acts 4:25, Acts 28:25, Matthcw ]9:4'”:; chrcws 5:7, Acts 1%:54
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How Should We T hink About ]nspiration?

-~ Clcarlg, some WOl"ClS arc I"CCOI’CICC] as tl‘lC WOFC]S O{: GOC!

- Othcr times, the words of scriPturc are attributed to (God,
even when thcg were origina”g sPokcn bg someone else.

~ But what about:

Narrative dcscriptions’?

His’corical facts?

The author's own words?

Thc words of the historical actors?
OPinions or c]ucstions of the author?

R R

- ]5 the Eiblc the Word of (God, or does it
merelg contain the Word of (God?
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i. | heentire Biblc is the Product of Prophctic insPiration (i.e., dictation).




Views on lnspiration

i. | heentire Biblc is the Product of Prophctic insPiration (i.e., dictation).

6. TheBibleis simplg the work of men and women who had
remarkable spiritual insight and the abilitg to express

thcmselvcs very eloqucntlg.




Views on lnspiration

i. | heentire Biblc is the Product of Prophctic insPiration (i.e., dictation).

5. | he word “insPiration” should be understood as encounters with the divine
serving to “insPirc” the Biblical writers.

6. TheDPBibleis simplg the work of men and women who had
remarkable sPiritual insight and the abilitg to express

thcmselves very cloquently.
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T he entire Biblc is the Product of Prophctic insPiration (i.e., dictation).

T he authors of the [Bible were witnesses to (7od’s revelation and were moved by
such exPeriences to write about them in uniquc and Prmcound ways.

T he word “insPiration” should be understood as encounters with the divine
serving to “insPirc” the Biblical writers.

T he Bible is simplg the work of men and women who had

remarkable sPiritual insight and the abilitg to express
thcmselves very cloquently.




Views on lnspiration

T he entire Biblc is the Product of Prophctic insPiration (i.e., dictation).

T he authors of the [Bible were witnesses to (7od’s revelation and were moved bg
such exPeriences to write about them in uniquc and Prmcound ways.

T he Biblc is no different than any other books which were written; rather, the
Holy SPirit uses the [Hible to make a Particular{torm of divine revelation bg

sPeaking through it to Par'ticular individuals or communities.

T he word “insPiration” should be understood as encounters with the divine
serving to “insPirc” the Biblical writers.

T he Bible is simplg the work of men and women who had
remarkable sPiritual insight and the abilitg to express

thcmselves very cloquently.




Views on lnspiration

T he entire Biblc is the Product of Prophctic insPiration (i.e., dictation).

]nsPiration takes Place in the comPosition of scriPture, resulting from the witness
of what (God has done, the rcligions traditions of the community from which the
authoris writing, and the aPPIication of these traditions to sPcchCic circumstances.

T he authors of the [Bible were witnesses to (7od’s revelation and were moved bg
such exPeriences to write about them in uniquc and Prmcound ways.

T he Biblc is no different than any other books which were written; rather, the
Holy SPirit uses the [Hible to make a Particular{:orm of divine revelation bg

sPeaking through it to Par'ticular individuals or communities.

T he word “insPiration” should be understood as encounters with the divine
serving to “insPirc” the Biblical writers.

T he Bible is simplg the work of men and women who had
remarkable sPiritual insight and the abilitg to express

thcmselves very cloquently.




Views on lnspiration

On a human level, authors comPosch the Scripturcs bg co”ccting information from
witnesses, using other sources, writing and cditing, comPosing letters, committing
to writing Prophctic messages, and from their own cxPcriencc and witness.

On a divine level, a# the same time, the Holg Spirit, was active in the whole process, so

that the final result can be called the Wor of God.

«|f (3od wished to give His Pcoplc a series of letters like Paul’s,
Hc Prepared a Faul to write thcm, and the Faul Hc brought to the task

was a Faul who spontancouslg would writcjust such letters.”

B. B. Warfield, 75e /nsloiration
and 4 utﬁorfty of the PBible
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