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” s nothing more than a thcological statement.

Bg itself, it does not do angthing.
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\h , What Does Thco]ogg Add?

-
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lnerrancq IS nothmg more than a thcologlcal statement.

Bﬂ ltsehc it does not do angthmg

Thcolog9 = a belief or undcrstanding about (God.

“( yod exists.”

“(yod is | riune.”
“«(yod is immutable.”

“«( yod is sovereign.”

(1od exists, or [ 1e doesn't.
(Hodis cor [e isn't.

T he Pible is inerrant, or it isn’t.




Dcfining lncrrancg

(God, who is [Himself T ruth and sPcaks truth only, has inspired ol 5criPturc in order
thcrcbg to reveal [Himself to lost mankind throu Jcsus hrist as &rcator and | ord,
Redeemer and Judgc. Holy Scripturc is (1od's witness to [Jimself.

Ho|9 Scripturc, being (God's own Word, written bg men PrcParcd and suPerintcndcd 139
His Spirit, is of imca”ilc divine authoritg in all matters upon which it touches: Jtis to be
believec], as (Jod's instruction, in all that it affirms; obcgecl, as (3od's command, in all that it
rcquircs; embraced, as (God's Plcdge, in all that it Promiscs.

The Holg SPirit, 5criPturc's divine Author, both authenticates it to us by His inward

witness and opens our minds to understand its mcaning.

Bcing who”g and verball Gochivcm Scripturc is without error or fault in all its tcaching,
no less in what it states about (God's acts in creation, about the events of world historg, and
about its own litcrarg origins under (God, than in its witness to (God's saving grace in
individual lives.

The authoritg of 5cril:>turc is incscapablg iml:)aircd if this total divine inerrancy is in any way
limited of disrcgarclcd, or made relative to a view of truth contrary to the Biblc‘s own; and
such laPscs bring serious loss to both the individual and the Church.




Distinguishing |nfallibility

Somc scholars:

“Thc Bib]c is inerrant if it makes no false or mislcading statements on any
toPic whatsoever. | he Biblc is infallible if it makes no false or mislcading
statements on any matter of faith and Practicc.”

Ot!ﬁcr scholars:

“We clcng thatitis Possiblc for the Bible to be at the same infallible and
errant in its asserts. ]n{:a”ibilitg and incrrancy may be distinguishcd, but
not scParatec].”

he confusion:

~ Theologians using the terms with variant meaning
~ Lag persons who insist on using these terms
intcrchangcablg without knowing thcg are different
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h‘ How Did the Doctrine Dcvclop’?

-
-

]ncrrancg flows from the Doctrine of \/crbal, Flcnarg ]nsPiration:

]1(: the Biblc is the revelation of (10d, authored 133 human authors but
sovcrcignlg suPcrintcnclccl bg the Hol9 Spirit, there can be no errors in

the original manuscriPts.
“(3od is not a man, that he should lie...” (Numbers 2%:192)

“And the words of the | ord are ﬂawlcss, like silver refined in a furnace of
clay, Purhcied seven times.” (Fsalm 12:6)

“The law of the | ordis Pchcct, reviving the soul. T he statutes of the
| ord are trustworthg, making wise the simPlc.”

“E_vcrg word of (God is flawless...” (FProverbs 30:5a)
“A” Scripture Is God-brcatl']cd and is useful for

teaching, rcbuking, correcting and training in

righteousness.” (2 Timothg 3.16-17)




Chicago Statement

Article |:

We affirm that the Holg Scripturcs are to be received as the authoritative \Word of (God.

We dcng that the 5criPturcs receive their authority from the Church, tradition, or any other
uman source.

Article JJJ:
We affirm that the written Word in its entirety is revelation given 139 (od.

We deng that the Pible is mcrclg a witness to revelation, or only becomes revelation in encounter,
or chcnds on the responsecs of men forits validitg.

Ar‘ticlc Vi

We affirm that the whole of 5criPturc and all its parts, down to the very words of the original,
were given bg divine insPiration.

We dcna that the insPiration of 5criPturc can rightlg be affirmed of the whole
without the Parts, or of some Parts but not the whole.




Chicago Statement

Article V]I:

We affirm that inspiration was the work in which (God by His Spirit, through human writers, gave
us [Jis Word. T he origin of 5criPturc is divine. | he mode of divine insPiration remains
largclﬂ a mgstcrg to us.

We deny that insPiration can be reduced to human insight, orto hcightcnccl states of
consciousness of any kind.

Article [X:

We affirm that insPiration, through not con{:erring omniscience, guarantccd true and trustworthg
utterance on all matters of which the Biblical authors were moved to sPeak and write.

We clcng that the finitude orfalseness of these writers, bg ncccssitg or othcrwisc, introduced
distortion or falsehood into (God's Word.

Article X”

We affirm that Scripturc in its entirety is inerrant, bcing free from all falsehood, fraud, or deceit.

We deng that Biblical infallibility and inerrancy are limited to SPiritual, rcligious,
or rcdcmPtivc themes. ... V\PC further dcng that scientific thothcscs about
earth history may ProPcrl be used to overturn the tcaclﬁing of Scripturc
on creation and the ﬂoocfj




Chicago Statement

Article XV:

We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy has been intcgral to the Church's faith throughout its
history.

We &cng that inerrancy is a doctrine invented by scholastic Protestantism, oris a reactionary
Position Postulatec] in response to negativc highcr criticism.

Article XIX:

We affirm that a confession of the full authority, infa”ibili{t:y and inerrancy of Scripture is vital to a
sound unc]crstanding of the whole of the (hristian faith. We further affirm that such
confession should lead to increasing con{:ormitg to the image of Christ.

Wc clcny that such confession is necessary for salvation. Howevcr, we further c]cny that
inerrancy can be re:jcctcd without grave consequences, both to the individual and to the

Church




Objcctions to ]ncrrancg

Thc Bibie contains errors.
Human authors are fallible.

As we discover more about ianguagc and the ancient texts, we see more
and more of the Probicms with saying the Pible is inerrant.

Modern science and modern discoveries contradict the bibie.

How can we say the original manuscril:)ts are inerrant when we don’t even
have a singic original manuscriPt.

Thc doctrine of incrrancg leads to “biblioiatrg.”

]ncrrancg hinders the exercise of faith and makes the Bible
a dead book that is “Pctriicicd” in time.

Paul himself at times seems to indicate that some parts
of [His writings were not from the | ord.
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