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The Road Map:

Should Christians Be Involved?

the Trap ofi Civic Religion
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“Believing the Bible as | do, I'would find it iImpossible to stop preachingthe
pure saving gospel of Jesus Christ and begin doing anything else — including
flghtlng communism, Of part|0|pat|ng in el rlghts eforms. . . . Preachers are
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“[The goal of the Morall Majoerity. Is to] exert a significant influence onthe
spiritual andimoral direction ofi our nation; by: (a) mobilizing the grassroots of
moral Amerlcans n one clear and effectlve v0|ce (9)) mformlng the moral
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The Temptation of Politics

“My religious beliefs never changed my: views on the [political] issues to any
degree because my political philosophy: was already well'developed.”

- Ralph Reea) Director, Christian Coalition) 1969 - 1997



“My religious beliefs never changed my: views on the [political] issues to any
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“My religious beliefs never changed my: views on the [political] issues to any
degree because my political philosophy: was already well'developed.”
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The Temptation of Politics

Some Priorities of the Moral Majority:

Defeating Likeral Incumbents
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“All this may sound so complicated that some conclude, ‘Forget it. We
don’t need all that hightalutin intellectual stuff.”. . . [But] it Is simple

nisterical fact that political decisions have:a huge |mpact fion good or
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1. We lack unity and leadership.
2. We lack a coherent and consistent philosophy.
3. We have overly-subscribed to politics as a solution.
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The Christian Right

Criticism:

Political ideology dominates theological considerations
(consenvative, limited govermnmment, fiee manket, democratic);
Nostalgia fior a mythoelogical past;
NSIStENce o a “Chnstian Amenca; ™ pas
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The Christian Right

Truthfully identify that America Is in a morall decling;
Truthfully identify that America IS Lecoming more secular;

HAVEIDEEN a SToNY VOICE 0N (& SEIECIEA NUMIIEN) Ol PHOKILIES OF
Chistand =S crunch;

HaVEenae SUCCESSHATRIUENCING the GUICOME O ECERE EIECHIONS
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[ he Christian Left

Criticism:
- |Leading veices born out ofianger over the Christian Right;
many. times  more of a reaction than a self-initiated action;

Many deswe 10/loe jUSt as polltlcally mvolved as those on the
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[ he Christian Left

“If biblical prophets like Amos and saiah had read the news about
what happened te child tax credits for low-income families,
for example, they surely would be out screaming on the White House
lawn abeut thejustice of God — andllbe guickly led awa
Dy e SEeCret SEnVice. ™

- JimWallisy Sejourners



[ he Christian Left

Positives:
- Has returned a very valuable balance te Christianity’s political voeice;

- Has relgnlted an empha3|s on practlce verses mere helief;
- ocial justice was amissing frem Christian pelitics / recent tnes
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The Neo-Anabaptists

Criticism:
- Stand against many. things, but offer relatively few: prescriptions;
\Wary ofi state pewer, and thus abdicate any: influence inithat arena;

neavily onitine language of pelitics, WNRICH CONfUSES ISSUES;
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Conisequerices

The public witness ofi the church has become largely political.

Politics cannot answer mest of the pressing ISSUES In SeCIety, nor

[each their (001 CAUSES (i e., declining family values, Inequality,
' 2l denly; poverty):
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Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

1. Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.

o1t [fdid ot Speak ofi My own accord;, DUt the Fatherwhe Sent me commandec
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Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.
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Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

1. Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.
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Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

1. Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.
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Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.
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Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

1. Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.
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Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.

POWERGICHINSISIKINOE O

OO
/—j
@
Iﬂ
—J
@)
L]
)
2
6 19
.:
(R
1
—_—
Iﬁ
CD
)
(G
:_
CD

A ESTISAWESTHBRECOECIVENWI NN eSE OULSIEE tIEN NI



Observations:
Jesus and Socral Power

Jesus’ power derived from complete intimacy and submission to
the Father.

JEsUS rejected status, reputation and privilege.
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UP NEXT:

Should Christians Be Involved?

Avoiding the Trap of Civic Religion

WEEK4: CaniChristiansiChange; Culture ox SeCIety?
WEEKS: Secietalié PeliticallEngagementeitneRIgnts Lei anaiCenter
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Pon cns‘.s ABOUT US - PODCASTS CONTACT US

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF
EXODUS INTERACTIVE FORUM.

WE WELCOME YOU TO SEND
FEEDBACK, QUESTIONS OR
COMMENTS, AND WE WOULD
LOVE TO HEAR HOW EXODUS HAS
IMPACTED YOU. EMAIL US AT:

INFO@EXODUSPODCASTS.COM

WANT MORE INFORMATION? [

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: INTERACTIVE FAITHFUL

WWW.EXODUSPODCASTS.COM

M ALL OF OUR PODCASTS
M POWERPOINT SLIDES

M PODCAST TRANSCRIPTS 4 ' -
M BLOG UPDATES y )‘

M REFERENCE MATERIALS

© 2013 EXODUS INTERACTIVE FORUM.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
YOU MAY FREELY DISTRIBUTE WITHOUT ALTERATION.
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